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Define and Conquer

Using Semantic XML for Functional Software Specifications
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7 Years ago…

FrameMaker
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DITA XML
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export XSLT
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3 Years ago…

 Achievement: Consistency

Functional Specification /

Documentation

Database

Software

 Problems

 Workflow and runtime

 Authoring assistance

 Interpreting the XML code
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3 Years ago…

 Solutions:

 Native XML editor: oXygen

 Custom oXygen framework

 Highly customized XML schema

“Define and Conquere”
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Today…
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Sample Markup
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Authoring Assistence

 Mandatory elements

 Schematron rules

 Static content

 Element choices
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Authoring Assistence

 Mandatory elements

 Schematron rules

 Static content

 Element choices

 Default content

 Hints

 Author operations
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Referencing Identifiers








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Referencing Identifiers
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Redundancy

source XSLT DITA XML conref DITA document
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Redundancy
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Defining the Framework

 Use attribute defaults
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Open Source

 Refactoring custom framework

 Joint development with parson AG

 Expert for technical communication as partner

 github.com/dita-semia (SEMantic Information Architecture)

 Plugins for oXygen and DITA-OT
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Conclusion

Highly specialized semantic XML

 Authoring assistance

 Automated processing

 Successfully applied

 Great potential

 Not limited to DITA and oXygen
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Define and Conquer

Using Semantic XML for Functional Software Specifications

Questions?


